Chapter 2, Models and Generalizations

This is a very tough chapter. In it Bill is trying to make a distinction between the kinds of theories seen in “traditional psychologies” and described in the book: PCT. I’m not sure I really understand the distinction that well myself. So I will be in “learning mode” as much as anyone else in this “course”. So my “study guide” questions are aimed at helping me understand the chapter as much as helping you. And I think the questions that might help all of us the most are there: 
1. Can you think of two or three examples of psychological theories that are examples of “extrapolation”- type theories, per Powers description in that section of Chapter 2? [I’m probably wrong but I think Behaviorism is an extrapolation type theory.] 
2. Can you think of two or three examples of psychological theories that are examples of “abstraction”-type theories? [Frederick Herzberg’s Two Factor Theory of Motivation and Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.]  
3. Can you think of two or three examples of psychological theories that are examples of “model”-type theories? [The only one I can think of is PCT/HPCT.]
4. David pointed me to a paper in American Psychologist that is ostensibly about modeling in psychology. I have made the paper accessible in my dropbox file at:

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/31298693/AP%20Modeling.pdf
This is a pretty technical and boring paper (just the kind I like) but if you are willing to read it I would be interested in hearing whether you think the models described in the paper are of the extrapolation, abstraction, or model-type described by Powers in this chapter. 

Again, try the two “Leading Questions” at the end of Chapter 2. You might like to speculate on what these questions are leading to.

I’ll stand by my original answers to these two questions.  In the case of the arrows, the “statistical generalization” is that the average arrow hits the bulls-eye.  However, none of the arrows actually hit the bulls-eye.  In the case of the tortoise, assuming instant acceleration, at one minute past noon the tortoise will be nine feet from the wall.  At nine minutes past noon the tortoise will be one foot from the wall.  At 11 minutes past noon the tortoise will either be one foot to the left or right of the path it was on or it will be “up against the wall” – literally.  

A couple of lessons lurk in there. First, statistical averages do not apply to individual cases.  Bill made that point.  Second, predicting the future is very difficult.  Actually, I have no idea where the tortoise will be at any point in time without making some assumptions.  It might have headed toward the wall and then changed its mind.  Or it might have been strong enough and the wall weak enough that it ploughed right through the wall and at 11 minutes past noon was one foot on the other side of the wall.  That said, I do believe that one of the best predictors of future behavior is past behavior, especially in the short term.

I don’t know where Bill was heading with those two questions except to get us to stop and think about things.
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