Chapter 2, Models and Generalizations

This is a very tough chapter. In it Bill is trying to make a distinction between the kinds of theories seen in “traditional psychologies” and described in the book: PCT. I’m not sure I really understand the distinction that well myself. So I will be in “learning mode” as much as anyone else in this “course”. So my “study guide” questions are aimed at helping me understand the chapter as much as helping you. And I think the questions that might help all of us the most are there: 
1. Can you think of two or three examples of psychological theories that are examples of “extrapolation”- type theories, per Powers description in that section of Chapter 2?

2. Can you think of two or three examples of psychological theories that are examples of “abstraction”-type theories?

3. Can you think of two or three examples of psychological theories that are examples of “model”-type theories?

4. David pointed me to a paper in American Psychologist that is ostensibly about modeling in psychology. I have made the paper accessible in my dropbox file at:

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/31298693/AP%20Modeling.pdf
This is a pretty technical and boring paper (just the kind I like) but if you are willing to read it I would be interested in hearing whether you think the models described in the paper are of the extrapolation, abstraction, or model-type described by Powers in this chapter. 

Again, try the two “Leading Questions” at the end of Chapter 2. You might like to speculate on what these questions are leading to.
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