Professor Yan, Vice President Mo, Professor Zhang, Professor Fan, and all the delegates to this conference. I greet you on behalf of the Control Systems Group and convey to all of you our thanks for a warm welcome and the promise of a most interesting conference.

We are exploring together the last of the great unknowns that remains here on our small planet -- the human organism, the mystery of human existence. The principles on which human behavior is organized are fundamental to all systems that live, and I believe we are beginning to grasp a few of those principles after many false starts. As we understand a little more each year, it becomes obvious that we human beings all come from the same origins, we all suffer the same tragedies both natural and of our own making, and we all seek to make the worlds we experience be  a little more like the worlds we want to experience. We may be very different from one another, but under all those differences we are the same.  

I did not think that I would see a conference like this in my lifetime. But here we are, it is really happening, and I am a happy man.

xie xie da jia.

William T. Powers

